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Repertoire of E. H. Sothern
Establishes His Versatility;

Mabel Taliaferro a Star

One of the few realiy notable dra-
matic events in Washington each soa-
son |s the engagement of E. H. Sothern.
S8pecial interest attached to Mr. Soth-
ern’s return to the Capital this year,
first, because he came without the added
prestige of his delightful and gifted
co-star of the last few seasons, Julia
Marlowe, and his work had to be
judged solely on ite own merits; in the
second place, because his repertolre was
more dlversified this year than ever be

| fore, and in the third place, beca
every one in Washington was anxious
to see how worthily he is wearing e
mantle of supremacy on the American
stage, which, it is generally conceded,
foll to his shoulders when Richard
Mansfield dled

Mr. Sothern opened his week in a
gloomy, forbidding, but powerful drama
of Slavic origin, ““The Fool Hath Sald
There Is No God.” It was play in
which there were but two distinct pe
sonalities, Rodion, the student, and
Bezak, the magistrate. As Rodion Mr
Sothern embodied all the force, the
fanatic earnestness and the bitterness
of the Russian whose soul cries cut
against the existing order of things and
yYet whose mind cannot solve satisfac-
torily the problems which he believes
must be handied by man. It was an
admirable picture of the warped will
and logic of the free-thinker. The
torture endured by Rodion, who argues
that vengeance is his, was depicted with
almost brutal reality The third act, in
vwhbich the murderer is brought to con-
fess his deed, »
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s interpreted with

great power and discretion. It gripped
the audience with a. tenston which
was almost painful

The Irving play has no universal ap-
peal. ts chief interest is for the stu-
dent as it presents a faithful, clear-cut
delineaticn of an abnormal nature

Delightful Transitior

On Tuesday night there was a de-
lghtful transition from the morbid
Rodion, to the rollicking bibulous pow
and Impetuous lover. Francois Villon.
AMr. Sothern iInterpreted the stellar role
in “If I Were King” with all the ro
mantic fervor of former days., and his
audience was thrilled by the majesiy
of his bearing and the charm of his
elocution His naturally sympathetic
volce was heard to advantage in read-
ing the rhythmical lines of Justin Mc-
Carthy's work

Thursday night the revival of “Lord
Dundreary,” which had not been seen
on the American stage since 1879, was
an occasion of much interest Mr.
Bothern, as Lord Dundreary, was seen
agaln in one of those delightful roles
in which he first won general recogni-
tion as an actor of talent. The audi-
ence saw in the stuttering Englishman
the same type of actor who delighted
us years ago In “Lord Chumley.” The
Taylor play 1s of the old school and as
a dramatic work it is of no interest
Judged by present-day standards But
a&s the vehicle for introducing such a
character as Lord Dundreary it was
enthusiastically received.

Old Theatergoers Applaud.

The best evidence of the artistic worth
of Mr. Sothern's Dundreary is the fact
he seems to have satisfied completely
the playgoers of thirty years ago who
saw the elder Sothern in the same role
and who have volced the opinion that
the work of the sen rivals that of the
father. This is indeed high praise when
we take Into comsideration the proneness
of human nature to discount the merits
of all products of the present day when
compared with those of former YVears.
The fact that the actor of the new
school has succeeded in giving an im-
personation that does not dispel the
glamour with which memory has im-
bued the old-school actor's interpreta-
tion is an achievement of which Mr.
Bothern may well feel proud.

It may be sald of Mr. Sothern's act-
ing that while it does not evince that
intellectual power and brilllancy which

distinguished the portrayals of Richard
Mansfield, there is a quality In his work
which Mr. Mansfield's always lacked,
sympathy and human appeal. Mr,
Mansfleld never permitted us to get
away from the consciousness that the
actor was glving a magnificent imper-
sonation, Sothern, on the other hand,
while deficient at times in technique
and in the compelling force of a gigan-
tic will, succeeds In making his audience
really feel, a something which Mr.
Mansfield ahnost invariably falled to do.

Sothern the Man.

To those who are familiar with Soth-

ern, the student and the man, his

pronounced success durlng the past
week In the sgeveral roles of Rodion.
Francols Villor, Lord Dundreary, :xl:‘l
Hamlet. i{s particularly gratifying To
the writer Mr. Sothern appears In the
ilght of a theatrical phenomenon, for he
is a modest actor. During his engage-
ment in Washington last year in dis-
cuseing hig then approaching visit to
Englard he evinced a remarkable free-
n from overbearing egotism, that

much trepidation,”” he said on that
occaslon. “In this ccuntry I have
been on the stage so long that I nat-
urally have a certain following. On the
other side, however, Miss Marlowe and
I enter a fleld where our names are
scarcely known. And while I am nat-
urally uneasy as to the outcome, I am,
nevertheless, most anxigus to under-
take the venture for 1
just what
be judged

1 know then
acting is worth I shail

for my worth, bott

in comedy

tradegy.™

It is such actors as thesa,

¥ to achieve something and not
merely to live by virtue of a reputation
won perhaps through a single clever
characterization, upon whom the stage
must rely for its permanent uplift.
“Polly of the Circus.”

A charming stage character was in-

troduced to We

hington playgoers

Tuesday night—""Polly of

Circus.”

it is the occasion for no

nder-

ment that a play of suc fragile plot
and so little actlon could ve taken
such a hold on its audience asg di4 this
simple story of a child who falis in
love with a minister. While the dia-
logue was amusing it was never par-
ticularly clever, but the simplicity of
the love theme and entire ahsence of
all theatric devices in the development

of the story was a restful innovation.
and those who saw the play left the
theater in a spirit of wholesome human
sympathy quickened into being by the
life story of Polly

Much of ti » cess
the ecntertainment is due Miss Mabe!
Taliaferro, whose wistful vyet

¢

credit for ti

tive stage presence and appealin )
combined with an undefinable quaint-
ness and grace of movement embodied
an ideal Polly. The grief of child
over real or Imaginary mi 1
always a pecullarly pathet
it was the soul of childl
Taliaferro's acting re th truth,
unmindful of artistic effect Malcolr
Willlams gave Miss Taliaferro admir-
able support.

Theatergoers wiil la 1 with genuine
regret that this is to be Miss Talia-
ferro's last stage character, for upon

a

ie sight
1wod which N

ed wit tr

the conclusion of her New York seazon
she will retire to priv life, where she¢
is known as Mrs. Frederic Thompson.
But if we must lose Miss Taliaferro it
is a pleasure remember her swan-
haracterization as that of the
whole-souled, sympathetic little figure
vearning for the love of an upright

man May the propiticus future that

t

song o

unfolds to the mind's eye In the final |

tableau of “Polly of the Cir
earnest of her own future

be an

Since Fritzi Scheff has been in this
country she has sat for no fewer than
720 Adifferent styles of photographs.

The Rooney sisters, at Chase's this
week, are the two youngest daughters
of the late Pat Roone) the Irish
comedian. They are considered among
the finest fancy dauncers in vaudeville.

Fred Stone, of Montgomery and Stone,
says he would rather have the favora
ble verdict of his mother than that of
all the prefcssional critics who have
seen “The Red Mill.” Mrs. Stone never
misses a performance of the merry
musical comedy which Charles Dilling-
ham has been running for two seasons,

The Robert Hickman School of Acting
will move into its new quarters in the
new Brentano bullding, corner F and
Twelfth streets northwest, the latter
part of this week. The entire fourth
floor, which will be occupied by Mr.
Hickman, hag been remodeled so as to
give him three large classrooms and a
theater and stage.

An important attraction coming to the
Belasco after the holidays will be the
engagement of Miss Julia Marlowe, who
will be seen in the title role of her new
play, “Gloria.” Her company will in-
clude White Whittlesey, Frederick
Lewls, David R. Young, T. L. Coleman,
Aljce Harrington, Eugenia Woodward,
and Gwendolyn Piers.

Flo Irwin, the sister of May Irwin,
ig billed for Chase’s Christmas week.
Miss Irwin 15 the “baby’ of the family,

N

f

although she and May were
“sister’ act with the old Howard
Athenaeum show in the palmy days in
Boston.

James K. Hackett, in Alfred Sutro's
bes. play, “John Glayde's Honour,” will
be at the Belasco as its New Year's
attractiom

The character of Bates, in Meredith
Nicholson’s novel, adapted to stage pre-
sentation by George Middleton, will be
in the hands of E. M. Holland, wheo
comes to the Belasco Theater soon.

John C. Fisher, who gave ‘“‘Florodora”
and its “origiral’’ sextet to the American
theatergoing public, was in Washington
last week as business manager for
Mabel Taliaferro in “Polly of the Cir-
cus.”

Peter F. Dalley hag gone back to
Weber. He was one of the bright par-
ticular stard with the old Weber and
Fields aggrezation, and has manifestly
been made 1o understand that he has
a better chance with an “all star"” than
a “one star” cast.

George M. Cohan and his bride sailed
yesterday for a belated honeymoon in
Europe. They will be absent *two
months, during which time Cohan will
finish a new play for himself. Upon

his return he will dedicate his own
theater, the Galety, in New York.

Virginia Harned has closed her tour
in “Anna Knarenina' until after the
Christmas holidays. She will resume her
season carly in January.
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No Novelties
On Broadway; |-
Holiday Spirit

By A. H. BALL

Take

brilliant

our attent

cesses,
Above

Lainly

poertance
somewhat.
weelk

Italian -
thing n w in his

a competen
each eveni

program,

1

people to
ance, amo
as a matter of
; tray

1

say

sity

ance,
average

snatched

by a pi

nightly
activity

at the t
Daly, Helen

cherly

various

direction

tor Ds

house

time, and,

of talk

and much

control
cessful
ness,  is

is money
new plays
small Lyceum,
playwright

hopes.

provides
of new talent
wise see
of the playright
the stagefolk.

raisers,

s good,
the present
may be put on
edification
in
Berkeley is paying now, and rumor
it that it did not pay before.

clined

ing a

wares it
which grows
the more

Rose Stahl Still Pepular.
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others),
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Lady,”
est bit

York the other day,
at the Hudson
true to its loves.
circumstances
caught, and a =uccess scored, then the
city is as faithful to its
edged idols
kind to the
picture of a chorus girl's life, and the
extremely interesting delineation of the
character

tion of

(Continued on Third Page.)

Coming Attractions.

DELASCO.

Offerings of the Week
At u’ash_ington Theaters

STELLA MAYEZW FEATURE
AT CHASE'S THIS WEEK
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» assumption of

“ROGERS BROTHERS IN PA™ AMA”
AT NATIONAL THI¢ JEEK

New York vaudeville }
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